
 

Celebrating the Women Who Strengthen Jewish Life

More than 900 nominations gave us a glimpse into what women are doing every day

in Jewish communities around the world. They’re building, leading, caring, noticing

what’s needed, and stepping in to make it happen, some with so little fanfare they

were surprised that anyone noticed!

We wish we could recognize every one of them. Today, we’re honored to introduce

four women selected as the recipients of the 2026 Core Communal Leadership &

Pillarship Awards.

2026 Core Leadership Award

Liba Cohen - One Family Chicago

Chicago, IL

"...Liba transforms isolation into community and burden into strength. Her selfless

dedication ensures no parent feels unseen or alone..."

A.C., Nominator

Liba Cohen co-founded One Family Chicago a few years ago to support families in

her Chicago community who are going through divorce. The organization helps with

practical, daily needs, such as childcare, meals, cleaning help, therapy, and emotional

support, Bar and Bat Mitzvah preparation, and activities. 

In just a short time, it has grown to support more than 60 families and their children,

with the assistance of over 100 volunteers. In a situation where it is easy to feel

overlooked, she makes it her business to know every family she helps by name. 

She has done all this while raising her own children and taking part in other

communal chesed work. But once she saw the need, she could not walk away from it,

because we are One Family.

  

We’re honored to recognize Liba Cohen as the recipient of the 2026 Core Leadership

Award, which includes a $1,000 grant to support her work. 

2026 Core Pillarship Awards

Denise Korman

London, UK

Denise Korman is a math teacher and a kallah teacher, and she helps run the North

West London communal mikvah. 

Outside of those roles, she is the person people know they can always call on.

Whether it's a lift to a medical appointment or help with the shopping, Denise can be

relied on to show up. She volunteers with charities that help Jewish families through

crisis, and her table is always open to people she has only just met. 

Dubbie Ungar 

Philadelphia, PA

Dubbie Ungar is a preschool teacher and a pillar of the Philadelphia community. She

hosts dozens at her Shabbos table every week, keeps beds ready for guests who need

somewhere to stay, and has a room in her home for shidduch dates. 

She is involved in every part of Bikur Cholim of Philadelphia, while also running

chesed programs for teenagers. For the younger children in the neighborhood,

Dubbie has created Tehillim Tuesday, which she serves up with homemade cookies.

Miriam Greenberg

Los Angeles, CA

Miriam Greenberg became a baalas teshuva in her fifties. She gave the seed money

for LINK, the Los Angeles Intercommunity Kollel, and then became actively involved

in building it, working with the Roshei Kollel to crystallize its vision. She also created

TLC, Torah Learning for Collegiates, a program for college-age women. TLC has run

for more than 20 years and helped launch hundreds of Torah families. 

At 89, Miriam is still the person people want at their Shabbos table, still inspiring

those around her. 
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Each of this year’s three Core Pillarship Award recipients will receive $360 in

recognition of the many ways they strengthen and support their communities.

Liba, Denise, Dubbie, and Miriam represent just a glimpse of what we saw in more

than 900 nominations. We’re so grateful to everyone who helped us recognize the

women doing this work, and to all the women who give their time, care, and talents

to strengthen Jewish life every day.

And we’re not done sharing their stories. Over the next few months, we’ll be

introducing you to some of the phenomenal women and organizations we discovered

through the nominations, whose work and impact we know deserves a wider

audience.

Keep the celebration going.

Through Core’s Gifts of Jewish Women fundraising campaign, we’re celebrating

the gifts women bring to Jewish life while raising the funds that allow Core to

continue supporting, developing, and connecting women who strengthen Jewish

communities.

We invite you to join us. Make a donation to Core and choose a gift for yourself or

send one to a woman who is a gift in your life.

The campaign closes September 6th.

  Connecting, developing, and supporting Jewish women in vital communal roles

Invest in Jewish Leadership
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